
FOCUS ON JUSTICE
CSJ Center for Reconciliation and Justice

There are several exceptional members 
of our university community, from students to 
faculty to staff to alumni, who often go without 
recognition. Hidden Heroes is an event that 
annually honors and celebrates those who 
are sources of hope or agents of justice and 
reconciliation within our LMU family. 

Hidden Heroes is an incredibly special 
and unique event, and I have had the honor of 
being a part of it for three years in a row, this 
year as both stage manager and actor. The 
event exemplifies the transformative power of 
dramatized narratives, using performance to 
honor incredible people. 

The event begins with a dramatized 

performance written by playwrights who 
have interviewed the recipients about their 
work, followed by the recipients receiving 
their Hidden Hero awards. This year includes 
seven extraordinary members of the LMU 
community and a community partner, who 
have dedicated their lives to service and 
justice, speaking truth to power, in turn 
inspiring many.

Loyola Marymount University 
Fall 2019

Hidden Heroes illustrates the transformative 
power of dramatized narratives
By Kayan Tara, ’20, Senior Theatre and English Double Major

CSJ SOCIAL JUSTICE 
SCHOLARSHIP 
The Center develops its 
annual programming with a 
focus on social justice issues, 
often intersecting with the 
power of the arts. Recently, 
we launched an official  
scholarship drive. The 
scholarship will be awarded 
to students whose academic 
and extracurricular activities 
focus on social justice.
 
For more information on how 
to support the CSJ Center, 
please visit our website at 
www.lmu.edu/csjcenter or 
contact Yvonne Wehrmann,  
Director of Development, at
Yvonne.Wehrmann@lmu.edu 
or 310.338.7706.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 2, 2019 
2:00 pm,  
Murphy Hall

Hidden Heroes Performance 
and Award Ceremony

November 5, 2019 
7:00 pm,  
Playa Vista Campus

Justice and Spirituality on 
Screen – Ghost in the Shell

November 12, 2019 
4:00 - 5:00 pm,  
Von Der Ahe, 190

November 18, 2019  
12:00 - 1:00 pm,  
McIntosh Center, Uhall 3999

CSJ Spirituality in the  
Workplace

November 21, 2019  
6:30 pm reception;  
7:15 pm start time. 
Life Science Auditorium

Screening of Just Mercy with 
featured panel

Visit our website for information  
and to RSVP for events –  
academics.lmu.edu/csjcenter/events

“This year includes seven  
extraordinary members of the LMU 

community and a community partner, 
who have dedicated their lives to 

service and justice, speaking truth to 
power, in turn inspiring many.”

continued on page 2

The CSJ Center for Reconciliation and Justice, 
The College of Communication and Fine Arts,  
and The Department of Theatre Arts present:

Hidden Heroes  
Recognition Ceremony
and
Dramatized Narratives  
Presentation
                  So that all may be one
One performance only     

Saturday, November 2, 2019   
2PM Murphy Hall, Loyola Marymount University
Followed by Reception – Dunning Courtyard
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The honorees include: 

Stacy Barnes, Director of Development 
at LMU’s School of Film and Television, 
who has raised major gifts, directed 
alumni programming and continues to 
create partnerships for the University

Mimi Hoang, Staff Psychologist at LMU, 
a grassroots activist with the LGBTQ+ 
and Asian Pacific Islander (API) 
community. 

Anna Harrison, an Associate Professor 
of Theological Studies specializing in the 
history of medieval western Christianity 
and twelfth and thirteenth century 
monasticism, who advocates for the 
underrepresented within the LMU 
community and beyond. 

Teresa Groth, DMJ, the Executive 
Director of The Francisco Homes, a 
transitional living community for 
parolees who were sentenced to life in 
prison. Teresa has welcomed over 500 
men back into society after incarceration 
over the past ten years.

“Hidden Heroes provides us with an 
opportunity to reflect on what we 
can do to give back to the people 

and communities who empower us 
in our everyday lives.”

“Hidden Heroes  
unites us as we share 
powerful and thought 
provoking stories of  

those being honored.”

continued from page 1

Chris North ’85 and Julianne North ’88 
who founded the De Colores program 
while at LMU and in 1999 founded Build 
a Miracle - a home building, educational 
and community development 
organization. Their daughter, Katie ’17, 
has been building homes in Tijuana, 
Mexico since she was four-years-old, and 
is now working as an RN on the Trauma 
Unit at Sharp Memorial Hospital.

Being a part of such an inspiring event 
each year, I have had the opportunity 
to meet with and learn about people in 
our community whom I would not have 
known about otherwise. From those 
doing incredible work in our community, 
to the playwrights and actors who are 
also a part of this process — Hidden 
Heroes unites us as we share powerful 
and thought-provoking stories of those 
being honored.

Members of the Hidden Heroes 
Selection Committee seek candidates 
throughout the academic year, including 
students, faculty, staff, and alums from 
LMU and Loyola Law School as well as 
community partners who are leaders for 
social change. Hidden Heroes provides 
us with an opportunity to reflect on what 
we can do to give back to the people and 
communities who empower us in our 
everyday lives.
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In August, I completed my first year 
with the CSJ Center for Reconciliation 
and Justice and what a transformative 
year it has been. Through the 
collaborative work of the CSJ Center 
and the Voices of Justice (VOJ) course 
– taught by Professor Judith Royer, 
CSJ and playwright Dorie Baizley– we 
have been fortunate enough to create 
partnerships with numerous community 
organizations. One of these partnerships 
is with the Coalition to Abolish Slavery 
and Trafficking (CAST). 

CAST is a Los Angeles-based 
nonprofit offering comprehensive 
services to survivors as well as a platform 
to advocate for legislation in an effort to 
end modern slavery and trafficking. CAST 
staff provides services beyond housing 
and security, they support survivors 
through their unique path of healing 
and encourage them to utilize their 
experience and knowledge to advocate 
for social and legislative change. The 
Center has worked with CAST for years 
on numerous projects but most are 
familiar with the dramatized narratives 
created by undergraduate students of 
the VOJ course in the Theatre program. 
Through VOJ, students interviewed 
CAST survivors, developed a dramatized 
narrative and performed the script for 
CAST members and the LMU community. 
I can honestly say this has been one of 

the most transformative experiences 
of my life. Never did I imagine the 
magnitude of the power of storytelling. 
A mix of feelings that cannot fully be 
explained as it is personal to everyone. 
All I can say is that you must experience 
it for yourself. Thank you CAST for the 
privilege of working with you and for the 
warm welcome to all of our students. Your 
stories of bravery and resilience continue 
to transform the lives of many. 

I invite you all to come and experience 
the transformative power of storytelling. 
This year, the VOJ class is working with the 

SAVE THE DATE
CSJ Center 2020  

Symposium
21st Century 
Technology:

Creative  
Possibilities and 

Ethical  
Conundrums

February  
4 – 6, 2020

Loyola Marymount University 
and  

LMU Playa Vista Campus

 

Visit www.lmu.edu/csjcenter 

for more information.

Pictured left to right: Stefani Mejia, CSJ Center for 
Reconciliation and Justice with Jess Torres,  CAST – LA,  
at the 2019 CAST Gala.

Let’s Collaborate
The CSJ Center for Reconciliation 
and Justice regularly partners 
with faculty, staff, students, 
alums, and community partners 
to support their programming 
and initiatives on campus.

If you’re interested in working 
with us, please contact Stefani 
Mejia at Stefani.Mejia@lmu.edu.

THE POWER OF STORYTELLING 
By Stefani Mejia, Senior Administrative Coordinator,  
CSJ Center for Reconciliation and Justice

Seated at the 2019 CAST Gala Stefani Mejia, members of the CSJ community, CSJ Justice Office, Kathleen Bryant RSC

Alexandria House (housing for homeless 
women and children) and The Francisco 
Homes (transitional housing for formerly 
incarcerated men). Performances take 
place on Saturday, February 22, 2020 for 
Alexandria House and Sunday, February 
23, 2020 for The Francisco Homes. Visit 
our website for more information, www.
lmu.edu/csjcenter. 



CSJ Center for  
Reconciliation and Justice
Loyola Marymount University
University Hall, Suite 2000
1 LMU Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90045

https://academics.lmu.edu/csjcenter/

From the  
Associate  
Director
by  
MaryAnne Huepper, CSJ

Each year brings all of us opportunities 
to forge new relationships and to create 
new experiences – on some occasions it 
also enables us to reconnect with people 
who have been influencers because they 
have called us to growth on our spiritual 
journey.

In October, I had the chance to 
re-connect with the women from the 
Legacies of Abraham Interfaith Text Study 
Group initiated by Debra Linesch. Jewish, 
Christian, and Muslim women come 
together to explore Scriptures, discuss 
what moves us, and share our learning 
through artistic expression. Beginning 
with the prayer practices of Islam, each 

tradition is sharing one of its significant 
spiritual practices.  Just a few week ago, 
we journeyed with the texts from the book 
of Jonah that are core to the celebration of 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. I know I 
came away with a deeper understanding 
of my Jewish sisters spiritual story and 
was reminded of Raimondo Panikkar (a 
pioneer in interreligious dialogue post 
Vatican II) who said, “I left Europe [for 
India] as a Christian, I discovered I was a 
Hindu and returned as a Buddhist without 
ever having ceased to be a Christian.” In a 
profound way, through another’s practice 
or insights, I am given the gift of hearing 
a shared text with new profound meaning 
and I am a better Christian for it.

…another window into the mission 
and our personal spiritual journey.

In November, the CSJ Center is taking 
the opportunity to share a glimpse into 
the charism and spirituality of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Orange with Faculty 
and Staff. As one of the two women’s 
religious communities who shared in the 
merger with the Jesuits to create Loyola 
Marymount University, we believe this is 
a chance to shed light on the unique way 
we approach the mission, especially “in 
the service of faith and the promotion of 
justice.” Our hope is that like my experience 
with the women from the study group, we 
will all come away with another window 
into the mission and our personal spiritual 
journey.
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Le Puy en Velay

Notre Dame Cathedral, Le Puy en Velay

Spirituality in the  
Workplace
An Invitation to Explore the  
Spirituality of the Sisters of  
St. Joseph of Orange

Please join us for ONE of the  
following gatherings.

Tuesday, November 12  
4pm-5pm
Charles Von der Ahe Building, 190

Monday, November 18 
12pm-1pm
McIntosh Center, University Hall

RSVP kindly requested 
csjcenterlmu.wufoo.com/ 
forms/sgbghoz0xx8jok/

 CSJCenterLMU        @csjcenter_lmu


